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This document is a guide to the IB Diploma Programme course and subjects which are 

offered at St. Peter’s International School. 

 

For more information, please visit the International Baccalaureate site: 

 

www.ibo.org 

 

Any questions regarding the IB DP, please contact the IB Diploma Coordinator: 

 

telma.luis@stpeters.pt 
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The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring 

young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect.  

To this end the IB works with schools, governments and international organizations to 

develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.  

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, 

compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their 

differences, can also be right. 

 

 

St. Peter’s International School aims to encourage all students develop each of their 

personal talents and skills, promoting creativity and imagination, international 

mindedness and respect, so as to ultimately enable each student to reach their 

objectives and fulfill their goals. 

We aim to create a challenging learning environment in a safe, caring, and supportive 

atmosphere. Our students’ self-esteem is nurtured by positive relationships among all 

members of our community who are actively involved in all aspects of our students' 

learning. 

The humanistic approach that we adopt at St. Peter’s International School and our social 

commitment enable our students to develop a strong sense of solidarity and civic duty, 

thus becoming aware of the importance of their contribution to the community and to 

their future. 

We encourage our students to develop personal and social qualities including tolerance, 

solidarity and compassion, thus helping them to become morally upstanding and active 

citizens in a multicultural and increasingly demanding world. 

  

1) The International Baccalaureate’s Mission 

2) St. Peter’s International School’s Mission 
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The IB Diploma Programme (DP) is an academically challenging and balanced 

programme of education that prepares students, aged 16 to 19, for success at university 

and life beyond. It is structured in such a way that develops the intellectual, social, 

emotional and physical well-being of students.  

 

The Diploma Programme prepares students for effective participation in a rapidly 

evolving and increasingly global society and has gained recognition and respect from the 

world’s leading universities. The programme has been designed to incorporate elements 

of various national educational systems without being based on any one particular 

system. As such, IB students are able to transfer from one IB school to another, although 

the two years of the IB DP should be completed in the same school. 

 

The International Baccalaureate Organization (known as the IB) offers four high-quality 

and challenging educational programmes for a worldwide community of schools, aiming 

to create a better, more peaceful world. It is the IB’s objective is to provide students 

with values, opportunities and experiences that will enable to them to contribute to the 

global community. 

 

In order to do this, the IB DP develops students physically, intellectually, emotionally 

and ethically, allowing them to acquire breadth and depth of knowledge and 

understanding. It also helps student to develop the skills and perspective toward 

learning that will prepare them for higher education. 

 

  

3) Introduction to the IB Diploma Programme 
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Inquirers: They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to 

conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy 

learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.  

Knowledgeable: They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global 

significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding 

across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.  

Thinkers: They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 

recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.  

Communicators: They understand and express ideas and information confidently and 

creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They 

work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.  

Principled: They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice 

and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take 

responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.  

Open-minded: They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal 

histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals 

and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of 

view, and are willing to grow from the experience.  

Caring: They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings 

of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive 

difference to the lives of others and to the environment.  

Risk-takers: They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 

forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 

strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.  

Balanced: They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional 

balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.  

Reflective: They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. 

They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to 

support their learning and personal development. 

  

4) The IB Learner Profile 
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The IB DP students study subjects spanning a variety of 

areas, including the study of at least two languages, 

traditional academic disciplines including Mathematics, 

Experimental Sciences, Individuals and Societies and the 

Arts.  

The programme also includes three additional core areas: Theory of Knowledge (TOK), 

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) and Extended Essay (EE).  

Students must complete 6 subjects and the 3 core elements (TOK, CAS, EE): The 

subjects currently being offered at St. Peter’s School are: 

 

•Portuguese Literature A (SL/HL)

•English Language and Literature A (SL/HL)

•Chinese Literature A (SL/HL)

Group 1 - Studies in Language & Literature

•English B (SL/HL)

•Portuguese B (SL/HL)

•Spanish ab initio (SL only)

Group 2 - Language Acquisition

•Economics (SL/HL)

•History (SL/HL)

•Business Management (SL/HL)

•Environmental Systems & Societies (SL only)

Group 3 - Individuals and Socieities

•Biology(SL/HL)

•Chemistry (SL/HL)

•Physics (SL/HL)

•Environmental Systems & Societies (SL only)

•Computer Science (SL/HL)

Group 4 - Sciences

•Mathematics: Applications and interpretation (SL only)

•Mathematics: Analysis and approaches (SL/HL)

Group 5 - Mathematics

5) IB Diploma Programme Structure 
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TOK is a course about critical thinking and inquiring into the process of knowing. It does 

this by encouraging students to analyse knowledge claims and explore knowledge 

questions. TOK plays a special role in the Diploma Programme by providing an 

opportunity for students to reflect on the nature of knowledge. 

Students think about how knowledge is arrived at in the various disciplines, what the 

disciplines have in common and the differences between them. The fundamental 

question of TOK is “how do we know that?” 

The TOK course identifies eight specific ways of knowing (WOKs). They are language, 

sense perception, emotion, reason, imagination, faith, intuition, and memory. It is 

recommended that students study eight of these in depth. 

TOK also distinguishes between eight areas of knowledge. They are mathematics, the 

natural sciences, the human sciences, the arts, history, ethics, religious knowledge 

systems, and indigenous knowledge systems. 

Assessment 

The assessment model in TOK has two components, both of which should be completed 

within the 100 hours designated for the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

TOK Essay

• contributes 67% of the final mark 

TOK Exhibition

• contributes 33% of the final mark.

The IB Core 

Theory of Knowledge 
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Creativity, activity, service (CAS) is at the core of the Diploma Programme. It involves 

students in a range of activities alongside their academic studies throughout the 

Diploma Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Experiential learning involves planning, acting, observing and reflecting. These are 

all crucial elements in making the experience valuable. 

  

Creativity:

arts, and other 
experiences that 
involve creative 

thinking.

Activity:

physical exertion 
contributing to a 
healthy lifestyle, 
complementing 
academic work 

elsewhere in the DP

Service: 

an unpaid and 
voluntary exchange 
that has a learning 

benefit for the 
student. The rights, 

dignity and 
autonomy of all 

those involved are 
respected.

Creativity, Activity, Service 
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PLAN

Identify goals

Decide how using 
previous 

experience and 
knowledge

ACT

Real tasks

Concrete 
experience

OBSERVE

Think about feelings 
and interactions

analyse perceptions

REFLECT

Identify 
achievements,, 

personal strengths 
and challenges

Evaluate actions

Synthesize new 
understandings

• see the application of academic learning to real-life situations

• bring benefits to self and to others

• understand their own capacity to make a difference to others

• make decisions that have real results

• develop skills to solve problems

• develop a sense of responsibility for their actions

Through experiential learning students are able to:

• real, purposeful activities, with significant outcomes;

• personal challenge—tasks must extend the student and be achievable 
in scope;

• thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, 
reporting;

• reflection on outcomes and personal learning.

For student development to occur, CAS should involve:

• Final report by the school on completion of the CAS programme

• Formative feedback on progress and offer guidance

• Self-assessment by the student

There are 3 types of assessment
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The Extended Essay (EE) is an in-depth study of a particular topic chosen by the students 

from the different subject areas. 

 

The extended essay is externally assessed and, in combination with the grade for Theory 

of Knowledge, contributes up to three points to the total score for the IB diploma. It is a 

piece of independent research/investigation on a topic chosen by the student in 

cooperation with a supervisor in the school.  

 

The essay itself is presented as a formal piece of writing containing no more than 4,000 

words, the result of approximately 40 hours of work by the student. 

There is also a short interview, or viva voce, with the supervising teacher. 

 

In the Diploma Programme, the extended essay is the prime example of a piece of work 

where the student has the opportunity to show knowledge, understanding and 

enthusiasm about a topic of his or her choice. In those countries where it is the norm for 

interviews to be required prior to acceptance for employment or for a place at 

university, the extended essay has often proved to be a valuable stimulus for discussion. 

  

•To improve research and communication skills 

•To promote intellectual discovery and creativity

•To develop critical thinking

•To carry out independent research on a particular subject

The aims of the extended essay are to provide students with the 
opportunity:

Extended Essay 
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Group 1 courses are designed to support future academic study by developing a high 

social, aesthetic and cultural literacy, as well as effective communication skills. In the 

Language A: Literature course, focus is directed towards developing an understanding 

of the techniques involved in literary criticism and promoting the ability to form 

independent literary judgments. Literature and performance allows students to 

combine literary analysis with the investigation of the role of performance in our 

understanding of dramatic literature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 1

Works in 
Translation

Part 2

Detailed 
Study

Part 3

Literary 
Genres

Part 4

Options

• Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (20%)

• Paper 2: Essay (25%)

• Written assignment (25%)

External Assessment

• Individual oral commentary (15%)

• Individual oral presentation (15%)

Internal Assessment

The IB Diploma Programme Subjects 

GROUP 1 – Studies in Language & Literature 

LANGUAGE A - Portuguese Literature A / Chinese Literature A 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 
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1. introduce students to a range of texts from different periods, styles and genres; 

2. develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication; 

3. encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are 

written and received; 

4. encourage, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives 

of people from other cultures, and how these perspectives construct meaning; 

5. encourage students to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts; 

6. promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature; 

7. develop in students an understanding of how language, culture and context 

determine the ways in which meaning is constructed in texts; 

8. encourage students to think critically about the different interactions between text, 

audience and purpose.   

Part 1

Language in 
Cultural 
Contexts

Part 2

Language and 
Mass 

Communication

Part 3

Literature: Texts 
& Contexts

Part 4

Literature: 
Critical Study

• Paper 1: Textual analysis (25%)

• Paper 2: Essay (25%)

• Written assignment (25%)

Internal Assessment

• Individual oral commentary (15%)

• Further oral activity (15%)

External Assessment

LANGUAGE A - English Language & Literature A 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 

The aims of Language A: Language & Literature at SL and HL are to: 
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Students should already have studied English previously as the aim of the Language B 

course is to develop students’ language skills and to expand their cultural awareness in 

this language.  

English B is available at SL and HL, whereas Portuguese B and Spanish ab initio are only 

available at SL. The courses give students the possibility of reaching a high degree of 

competence in an additional language while exploring the culture(s) where that 

language is spoken. The courses aim to develop the students’ linguistic competence and 

intercultural understanding. There is a common syllabus at SL and HL (with literature as 

an additional component of the HL course).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Identities

• Experiences

• Human Ingentuity

• Social Organisation

• Sharing the Planet

Core Topics

• 2 works for HL 
onlyLiterature

GROUP 2 – Language Acquisition 

LANGUAGE B / ab initio - English / Portuguese / Spanish 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 

• Paper 1: Productive skills - writing (25%)

• Paper 2: Receptive skills - listening (25%) & reading (25%)

External Assessment

• Individual oral assessment (25%)

Internal Assessment



 
15 

This group includes subjects in the areas of social sciences and humanities. Students can 

choose from Economics, History and Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS). 

 

 

The IB Diploma Programme Economics course emphasizes the economic theories of 

microeconomics, which deal with economic variables affecting individuals, firms and 

markets, and the economic theories of macroeconomics, which deal with economic 

variables affecting countries, governments and societies. Prominent among these issues 

are fluctuations in economic activity, international trade, economic development and 

environmental sustainability. 

SL and HL students of Economics are presented with a common syllabus, with an HL 

extension in some topics. The syllabus for both SL and HL students requires the 

development of certain skills and techniques, attributes and knowledge. The HL student 

is required to acquire a further body of knowledge and to develop quantitative skills in 

order to explain and analyse economic relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Section 1: 
Introduction to 

Economics

•What is Economics?

•How do economists 
approach the world?

Section 2: 
Microeconomics

•Competitive 
markets: demand 
and supply (some 
topics HL only)

•Elasticity

•Government 
intervention(some 
topics HL extension, 
plus 1 topic HL only)

•Market failure 
(some topics HL 
only)

•Theory of the firm 
and market 
structures (HL only)

Section 3: 
Macroeconomics

•Measuring 
economic activity

•Variations in 
economic activity

•Macroeconomic 
objectives

•Fiscal policy

•Monetary policy

Section 4: The Global 
Economy

•Benefits of 
nternational trade 

•Types of trade 
protection

•Economic 
integration

•Exchange rates

•Balance of 
payments

•Sustainable 
development

•Economic growth 
and economic 
development 
strategies

GROUP 3 –Individuals and Societies 

ECONOMICS 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 
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1. develop an understanding of microeconomic and macroeconomic theories and 

concepts and their real-world application; 

2.  develop an appreciation of the impact on individuals and societies of economic 

interactions between nations; 

3.  develop an awareness of development issues facing nations as they undergo the 

process of change. 

 

 

 

  
• Paper 1: An extended response paper  (30% SL) / (20% HL)

• Paper 2: A data response paper (40% SL) / (30% HL)

• Paper 3: HL extension paper (30% HL only)

External Assessment

• Portfolio of three commentaries, based on different sections 
of the syllabus and on published extracts from the news 
media (30% SL and 20% HL)

Internal Assessment

The aims of the Economics syllabus at SL and HL are to enable students to: 



 
17 

 

 

The business management course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and 

understanding of business management theories, as well as their ability to apply a range 

of tools and techniques. Students learn to analyse, discuss and evaluate business 

activities at local, national and international levels. The course covers a range of 

organizations from all sectors, as well as the sociocultural and economic contexts in 

which those organizations operate. 

 

The course encourages the appreciation of ethical concerns at both a local and global 

level. It aims to develop relevant and transferable skills, including the ability to: think 

critically; make ethically sound and well-informed decisions; appreciate the pace, nature 

and significance of change; think strategically; and undertake long-term planning, 

analysis and evaluation. The course also develops subject-specific skills, such as financial 

analysis. 

 
1. encourage a holistic view of the world of business 

2. empower students to think critically and strategically about individual and 

organizational behaviour 

3. promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural 

perspectives 

4. enable the student to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a local, 

regional and global context 

5. promote awareness of the importance of environmental, social and ethical 

factors in the actions of individuals and organizations 

6. develop an understanding of the importance of innovation in a business 

environment. 

  

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

The aims of the Business Management syllabus at SL and HL are to: 
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SUBJECT OUTLINE 

Unit 1: Business Organisation 
& Environment

• Introduction to business 
management

• Types of organisation

• Stakeholders

• External environment

• growth and evolution

• organisational planning 
tools

Unit 2: Human and Resource 
Management

• Functions and Evolution

• Organisational structure

• Leadership and 
management

• Motivation

• Industrial/Employee 
relations

Unit 3: Finance and Accounts

• Sources of finance

• Costs and revenues

• Break-even analysis

• Profitability and liquidity 
analysis

• Cash flow

• Investment appraisal

• Budgets

Unit 4: Marketing 

• The role of marketing

• Marketing planning

• Sales forecasting

• Market research

• International marketing

Unit 5: Operations 
Management

• The role of operations 
management

• Production methods

• Lean production and quality 
management

• Production planning

• Research and development

• Crisis management anad 
contingency planning

• Paper 1: Structured and extended response questions (35% SL/HL)

• Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions (40% SL/HL)

External Assessment

• Research project (25%)

Internal Assessment
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History is an exploratory subject that fosters a sense of inquiry. It is also an interpretive 

discipline, allowing opportunity for engagement with multiple perspectives and a 

plurality of opinions. Studying history develops an understanding of the past, which 

leads to a deeper understanding of the nature of humans and of the world today. 

 

Students at standard level (SL) and higher level (HL) are presented with a syllabus that 

has a common core consisting of prescribed subjects and topics in world history. In 

addition, students at HL are also required to undertake an in-depth study of three 

sections from one of the HL regional options. 

 

The IB Diploma Programme (DP) History course is a world history course based on a 

comparative and multiperspective approach to history. It involves the study of a variety 

of types of history, including political, economic, social and cultural, and provides a 

balance of structure and flexibility. The course emphasizes the importance of 

encouraging students to think historically and to develop historical skills as well as 

gaining factual knowledge. In this way, the course involves a challenging and demanding 

critical exploration of the past. 

 

 

1. develop an understanding of, and continuing interest in, the past; 

2. encourage students to engage with multiple perspectives and to appreciate the 

complex nature of historical concepts, issues, events and developments; 

3. promote international-mindedness through the study of history from more than 

one region of the world; 

4. develop an understanding of history as a discipline and to develop historical 

consciousness including a sense of chronology and context, and an 

understanding of different historical perspectives; 

5. develop key historical skills, including engaging effectively with sources; 

6. increase students’ understanding of themselves and of contemporary society by 

encouraging reflection on the past. 

 

HISTORY 

The aims of the History syllabus at SL and HL are to enable students to: 
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Prescribed 

subjects

• Military leaders

•Conquest and its impact

•The move to global war

•Rights and protest

•Conflict and intervention

World history 
topics

•Society and economy (750–
1400)

•Causes and effects of 
medieval wars (750–1500)

•Dynasties and rulers (750–
1500)

•Societies in transition (1400–
1700)

•Early Modern states (1450–
1789)

• Causes and effects of Early 
Modern wars (1500–1750)

• Origins, development and 
impact of industrialization 
(1750–2005)

• Independence movements 
(1800–2000)

• Evolution and development 
of democratic states (1848–
2000)

• Authoritarian states (20th 
century)

• Causes and effects of 20th-
century wars

• The Cold War: Superpower 
tensions and rivalries (20th 
century)

HL options: Depth 
studies

•International trade (1 topic 
HL extension, 1 topic HL 
only)

•Exchange rates (some topics 
HL extension)

•The balance of payments (1 
topic HL extension, plus 
some topics HL only)

•Economic integration

•Terms of trade (HL only)

•Paper 1: Source-based paper based on the five prescribed subjects (30% SL) / 
(20% HL)

•Paper 2: Essay paper based on the 12 world history topics (45% SL) / (20% HL)

•Paper 3: For the selected region, answer three essay questions (35% HL only)

External Assessment

•Historical investigation into a topic of the student’s choice

Internal Assessment

SUBJECT OUTLINE 
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This subject has the particularity of being both a Group 3 and Group 4 subject. However, 

it is only offered at standard level (SL). 

 

Environmental issues are both local and global in their extent. This course reflects the 

international element throughout but, where it may be drawn particularly to the 

attention of the students, this is highlighted alongside some assessment statements. 

 

We all live on one planet Earth, yet use much more than one planet Earth’s worth of 

resources. This is obviously not sustainable and this course attempts to discuss the 

issues surrounding resource use at various scales—from that of the individual (for 

example, attitudes to recycling) to that of the global community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1.1 Environmental value 
systems 

1.2 Systems and models 

1.3 Energy and 
equilibria 

1.4 Sustainability 

1.5 Humans and 
pollution

Topic 1: 
Foundations of 
environmental 

systems and 
societies 

2.1 Species and 
populations 

2.2 Communities and 
ecosystems 

2.3 Flows of energy and 
matter 

2.4 Biomes, zonation 
and succession 

2.5 Investigating 
ecosystems

Topic 2: 
Ecosystems 
and ecology 

ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS & SOCIETIES 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 
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The systems approach provides the core methodology of this course. It is amplified by 

other sources, such as economic, historical, cultural, socio-political and scientific, to 

provide a holistic perspective on environmental issues. 

 

 

3.1 An introduction to 
biodiversity 

3.2 Origins of 
biodiversity 

3.3 Threats to 
biodiversity 

3.4 Conservation of 
biodiversity

Topic 3: 
Biodiversity 

and 
conservation 

4.1 Introduction to 
water systems 

4.2 Access to fresh 
water 

4.3 Aquatic food 
production systems 

4.4 Water pollution

Topic 4: Water 
& aquatic food 

production 
systems & 
societies 

5.1 Introduction to soil 
systems 

5.2 Terrestrial food 
production systems and 
food choices 

5.3 Soil degradation and 
conservation

Topic 5: Soil 
systems & 

terrestrial food 
production 
systems & 
societies 

6.1 Introduction to the 
atmosphere 

6.2 Stratospheric ozone 

6.3 Photochemical smog 

6.4 Acid deposition

Topic 6: 
Atmospheric 
systems and 

societies 

7.1 Energy choices and 
security 

7.2 Climate change—
causes and impacts 

7.3 Climate change—
mitigation and 
adaptation

Topic 7: 
Climate 

change and 
energy 

production 
8.1 Human population 
dynamics 

8.2 Resource use in 
society 

8.3 Solid domestic 
waste 

8.4 Human population 
carrying capacity 

Topic 8: 
Human 

systems and 
resource use 
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1. promote understanding of environmental processes at a variety of scales, from 

local to global; 

2. provide a body of knowledge, methodologies and skills that can be used in the 

analysis of environmental issues at local and global levels; 

3. enable students to apply the knowledge, methodologies and skills gained; 

4. promote critical awareness of a diversity of cultural perspectives; 

5. recognize the extent to which technology plays a role in both causing and solving 

environmental problems; 

6. appreciate the value of local as well as international collaboration in resolving 

environmental problems; 

7. appreciate that environmental issues may be controversial, and may provoke a 

variety of responses; 

8. appreciate that human society is both directly and indirectly linked to the 

environment at a number of levels and at a variety of scales. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Paper 1: case study (25%)

• Paper 2: short answers and structured essays (50%)

External Assessment

• Individual investigation (25%)

Internal Assessment

The aims of the ESS syllabus at SL are to enable students to: 
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This group in the area of the sciences includes the following subjects: Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics and Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS), which is also considered a Group 

3 subject. 

 

Through studying Biology, Chemistry or Physics, students should become aware of how 

scientists work and communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take 

on a wide variety of forms, it is the emphasis on a practical approach through 

experimental work that characterizes these subjects. 

 

 

 

1. appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global context through stimulating 

and challenging opportunities; 

2. acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science 

and technology; 

3. apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize 

science and technology; 

4. develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information; 

5. develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of effective collaboration 

and communication during scientific activities; 

6. develop experimental and investigative scientific skills including the use of current 

technologies; 

7. develop and apply 21st century communication skills in the study of science; 

8. become critically aware, as global citizens, of the ethical implications of using 

science and technology; 

9. develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and 

technology; 

10. develop an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and 

their influence on other areas of knowledge. 

GROUP 4 – EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES 

Through the overarching theme of the Nature of science the aims allow students to: 
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Many areas of research in Biology are extremely challenging and many discoveries 

remain to be made. Biology is still a young science and great progress is expected in the 

21st century. This progress is sorely needed at a time when the growing human 

population is placing ever greater pressure on food supplies and on the habitats of other 

species, and is threatening the very planet we occupy. 

 

 

 

 

  

Core Topics 

1. Cell biology

2. Molecular biology

3. Genetics

4. Ecology

5. Evolution and 
biodiversity

6. Human physiology

Additional Higher 
Level

7. Nucleic acids

8. Metabolism, cell 
respiration and 
photosynthesis

9. Plant biology

10. Genetics and 
evolution

11. Animal physiology

Optional Topics 

A. Neurobiology and 
behaviour

B. Biotechnology 
and bioinformatics

C. Ecology and 
conservation

D. Human 
physiology

Practical Scheme 
of Work

Activities

Individual 
investigation

Project

BIOLOGY 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 
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Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition 

of practical and investigational skills. It is often called the central science, as chemical 

principles underpin both the physical environment in which we live and all biological 

systems. Apart from being a subject worthy of study in its own right, chemistry is a 

prerequisite for many other courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological 

science and environmental science, and serves as useful preparation for employment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Topics 

1. Stoichiometric relationships

2. Atomic structure

3. Periodicity

4. Chemical bonding and structure

5. Energetics / thermochemistry

6. Chemical kinetics 

7. Equilibrium

8. Acids and bases

9. Redox processes

10. Organic chemistry

11. Measurement and data 
processing

Additional Higher 
Level

12. Atomic structure

13. The periodic table – the transition 
metals

14. Chemical bonding and structure

15. Energetics / thermochemistry

16. Chemical kinetics 

17. Equilibrium

18. Acids and bases

19. Redox processes

20. Organic chemistry

21. Measurement and analysis

Optional Topics 

A. Materials

B. Biochemistry

C. Energy

D. Medical chemistry

Practical Scheme 
of Work

Activities

Individual 
investigation

Project

CHEMISTRY 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 
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Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the 

universe itself from the very smallest particles. The Diploma Programme Physics course 

allows students to develop traditional practical skills and techniques and increase their 

abilities in the use of mathematics, which is the language of physics. It also allows 

students to develop interpersonal and digital communication skills which are essential 

in modern scientific endeavour and are important life-enhancing, transferable skills in 

their own right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Core Topics 

1. Measurements and 
uncertainties

2. Mechanics

3. Thermal physics

4. Waves

5. Electricity and magnetism

6. Circular motion and gravitation 

7. Atomic, nuclear and particle 
physics

8. Energy production

Additional Higher 
Level

9. Wave phenomena

10. Fields

11. Electromagnetic 
induction

12. Quantum and nuclear 
physics

Optional Topics 

A. Relativity 

B. Engineering 
physics

C. Imaging  

D. Astrophysics

Practical Scheme of 
Work

Activities

Individual 
investigation

Project

PHYSICS 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 
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Computer science requires an understanding of the fundamental concepts of 

computational thinking as well as knowledge of how computers and other digital devices 

operate.  

Diploma Programme computer science students should become aware of how 

computer scientists work and communicate with each other and with other 

stakeholders in the successful development and implementation of IT solutions. While 

the methodology used to solve problems in computer science may take a wide variety 

of forms, the group 4 computer science course emphasizes the need for both a 

theoretical and practical approach. 

 

 

 

 

  

Core Topics 

1: System fundamentals

2: Computer organization 

3: Networks

4: Computational thinking, problem-
solving and programming

HL Extension topics

5: Abstract data structures 

6: Resource management 

7: Control 

Additional Higher Level

A: Databases 

B: Modelling and simulation 

C: Web science 

D: Object-oriented programming 
(OOP) 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 



 
29 

 

 

 

The group 4 project is a collaborative activity where students from different group 4 

subjects work together on a scientific or technological topic, allowing for concepts and 

perceptions from across the disciplines, in order to “develop an understanding of the 

relationships between scientific disciplines and their influence on other areas of 

knowledge”. The project can be practically or theoretically based.  

 

The group 4 project allows students to appreciate the environmental, social and ethical 

implications of science and technology. It may also allow them to understand the 

limitations of scientific study, for example, the shortage of appropriate data and/or the 

lack of resources. The emphasis is on interdisciplinary cooperation and the processes 

involved in scientific investigation, rather than the products of such investigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Paper 1: multiple-choice questions on core material (20%)

• Paper 2: Short-answer and extended-response questions on core 
material (40% SL) (36% HL)

• Paper 3: short-answer questions based on experimental skills and 
techniques, analysis and evaluation, using unseen data (20% SL) 
(24% HL)

External Assessment

• individual investigation  based on different data collected or 
measurements generated (20%)

Internal Assessment

GROUP 4 PROJECT 
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Individual students have different needs, interests and abilities. As such there are two 

different courses in mathematics. These courses are designed for different types of 

students: those who wish to study mathematics in depth, either as a subject in its own 

right or to pursue their interests in areas related to mathematics; those who wish to gain 

a degree of understanding and competence to understand better their approach to 

other subjects. Each course is designed to meet the needs of a particular group of 

students. Therefore, great care should be taken to select the course that is most 

appropriate for an individual student. In making this selection, individual students 

should be advised to take account of the following factors: 

 

• their own abilities in mathematics and the type of mathematics in which they can be 

successful; 

• their own interest in mathematics and those particular areas of the subject that may 

hold the most interest for them; 

• their other choices of subjects within the framework of the Diploma Programme; 

• their academic plans, in particular the subjects they wish to study in future. 

 

 

 

1. enjoy mathematics, and develop an appreciation of the elegance and power of 

mathematics; 

2. develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics; 

3. communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts; 

4. develop logical, critical and creative thinking, and patience and persistence in 

problem-solving; 

5. employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization; 

6. apply and transfer skills to alternative situations, to other areas of knowledge 

and to future developments; 

GROUP 5 – MATHEMATICS 

The aims of the Mathematics syllabi at SL are to enable students to: 
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7. appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced 

each other; 

8. appreciate the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of 

mathematicians and the applications of mathematics; 

9. appreciate the international dimension in mathematics through an awareness of 

the universality of mathematics and its multicultural and historical perspectives; 

10. appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other disciplines, and as a 

particular “area of knowledge” in the TOK course. 

  



 
32 

 

 

 

Mathematics: analysis and approaches has a strong emphasis on the ability to construct, 

communicate and justify correct mathematical arguments. Students should expect to 

develop insight into mathematical form and structure, and should be intellectually 

equipped to appreciate the links between concepts in different topic areas. Students are 

also encouraged to develop the skills needed to continue their mathematical growth in 

other learning environments. The internally assessed exploration allows students to 

develop independence in mathematical learning. Throughout the course students are 

encouraged to take a considered approach to various mathematical activities and to 

explore different mathematical ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1. Number and 
algebra

2. Functions

3. Geometry 
and 

trigonometry

4. Statistics 
and probability

5. Calculus

• Paper 1: (No calculator allowed) Short and extended-response 
questions based on the whole syllabus (SL - 40% / HL - 30%)

• Paper 2: (Graphic display calculator required) Short and extended-
response questions based on the whole syllabus (SL - 40% / HL -
30%)

• Paper 3: HL ONLY (Graphic display calculator required) Two 
compulsory extended-response problem-solving questions (HL-
20%)

External Assessment

• Mathematical exploration (20%)

Internal Assessment

MATHEMATICS ANALYSIS & APPROACHES 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 
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The IB DP Mathematics: applications and interpretation course recognizes the increasing 

role that mathematics and technology play in a diverse range of fields in a data-rich 

world. As such, it emphasizes the meaning of mathematics in context by focusing on 

topics that are often used as applications or in mathematical modelling. To give this 

understanding a firm base, this course includes topics that are traditionally part of a pre-

university mathematics course such as calculus and statistics. Students are encouraged 

to solve real-world problems, construct and communicate this mathematically and 

interpret the conclusions or generalizations. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

1. Number and 
algebra

2. Functions

3. Geometry 
and 

trigonometry

4. Statistics 
and 

probability

5. Calculus

MATHEMATICS ANALYSIS & APPROACHES 

SUBJECT OUTLINE 

• Paper 1: (No calculator allowed) Short and extended-response 
questions based on the whole syllabus (SL - 40% / HL - 30%)

• Paper 2: (Graphic display calculator required) Short and extended-
response questions based on the whole syllabus (SL - 40% / HL -
30%)

• Paper 3: HL ONLY (Graphic display calculator required) Two 
compulsory extended-response problem-solving questions (HL-
20%)

External Assessment

• Mathematical exploration (20%)

Internal Assessment
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St. Peter’s International School believes that assessment is a fundamental part of the 

learning process. Varied forms of assessment including systematically scheduled 

moments of evaluation are essential to planning each child’s educational development, 

allowing for any necessary adjustments, reinforcement and improvement of the 

teaching, planning and learning process. 

 

By using diverse methods of assessment, it is our aim to allow students to develop a 

more in depth understanding of the subject matter, as well as gain a positive attitude 

towards their own educational experience. Through regular assessment, all involved, 

especially students, are given the opportunity to reflect on the progress that has been 

made and determine their level of understanding. 

 

Throughout the two-year Diploma Programme course, students undergo two forms of 

assessment: Internal Assessment in the form of written assignments and oral 

assessments; External Assessment in the form of end of course examinations, Extended 

Essay and Theory of Knowledge essay. The main weight of the assessment falls on the 

end of course examinations in which students prove their intellectual capacities as well 

as their skills and humanitarian attributes. 

  

6) Assessment in the IB Diploma Programme 
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Formative assessment is continuous and can take many forms including coursework, 

worksheets, tests, oral presentations, reports, etc. It is essentially an integral part of 

every lesson as it is used to guide and help the student to understand which areas are 

well consolidated and which areas need improvement. 

 

Teachers will keep an updated record of each student’s progress with basis on which 

objectives have been met, the development of their skills and capacities, the quality of 

the work produced, their attitude towards their work and other attributes that can be 

found in the learner profile. 

 

 

 

Some of the students’ work is assessed by the IB teachers over the duration of the 

course. This procedure is part of the Internal Assessment component in which teachers 

mark individual pieces of work. This grade counts as a percentage of the student’s 

overall IB score.  

A sample of the teacher-marked work is sent to a moderator who then evaluates the 

teacher’s application of the grading criteria. 

 

 

 

 

External Assessment refers to work that is conducted and orientated by teachers and 

then graded externally by examiners.  

End-of-course exams are the main instruments of external assessment, but this also 

includes work such as the Extended Essay and the TOK essay. 

 

Internal Assessment 

External Assessment 

Assessment Glossary 

Formative Assessment 
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Over the course of the two years of the Diploma Programme, students will undergo 3 

sessions of Mock Exams. This type of assessment will include all the written examination 

papers for all the subjects and will be carried out in exam conditions. 

 

The purpose of these exams is to acquaint students with exam procedures and 

regulations as well as help students assess their knowledge and, as a result, construct 

an effective revision plan. 

 

The grades acquired in the third Mock Exam session will be submitted to the IBO as the 

student’s predicted grades by their teachers. 

 

 

At the end of IB1 (grade 11), students take mock exams that cover the material studied 

during the year. These exams are written by the subject teacher and often include tasks 

taken from past IB exams in order to prepare students for the final examinations that 

will take place in the following year. 

These mock exams are of great importance for the student as they are a strong 

indicator of his / her progress. In order to guarantee that the student is properly 

prepared to do on to IB2 of the IB DP, the student must achieve a minimum of 24 

points in total in these mock exams. 

 

 

 

Students take final exams at the end of the two-year course. Exam papers are written 

by the IB and the school only administers exams. All exam scripts are sent off to 

examiners for marking. 

 

 

 

 

Mock Exams 

Final Exams 

IB1 - 11th Grade - End of year Mock Exams 
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The Predicted Grade (PG) is the teacher’s prediction of the grade the candidate is 

expected to achieve in the subject taught. The grade is estimated in accordance with all 

of the evidence of the candidate’s work and the teacher’s knowledge of the IB standards 

and criteria. 

 

 

 

DP results are available to the DP Coordinator on 5th July following the examination 

session and on 6th July to DP students. All students are issued unique PIN codes to 

access their results. Finally, the IB communicates results to the universities selected by 

students. 

 

 

 

  

Predicted Grades 

Final Results 
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Each subject from the six subject groups is graded on a scale of 1 to 7 points. In order to 

successfully obtain the IB Diploma, students must reach the following requirements: 

 

Students will not achieve the full Diploma Programme if one or more of the following 

failing conditions occurs: 

 

➢ CAS requirements have not been met. 

➢ Candidate’s total exam & core points are fewer than 24. 

➢ An N has been given for theory of knowledge, extended essay or for a contributing 

subject. 

➢ A grade E has been earned for the Theory of Knowledge oral exam and/or the 

Extended Essay. 

➢ There is a grade 1 earned in any subject/level. 

➢ A score of 2 has been earned three or more times (HL or SL). 

➢ A score of 3 or lower has been earned four or more times (HL or SL). 

➢ Candidate has gained fewer than 12 points on HL subjects (for candidates who 

register for four HL subjects, the three highest grades count). 

➢ Candidate has gained fewer than 9 points on SL subjects (candidates who register 

for two SL subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL). 

A minimum score 
of 24 points on 3 

Higher Level and 3 
Standard Level 

subjects (or 4 HL 
and 2 SL subjects)

Complete the 
Theory of 

Knowledge (TOK) 
and Extended 

Essay (EE) with at 
least a D grade

Complete 
Creativity, Activity 
and Service (CAS)

7) IB Diploma Programme Requirements 
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The maximum score awarded for the Diploma is 45 points. An excellent performance in 

the 6 subjects will mean that each subject will be grade with 7 points, making a total of 

42 points. The Theory of Knowledge and Extended Essay contribute to the overall score 

through a matrix system, which awards up to 3 bonus points based on the candidate’s 

combined performance. 
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Homework and assignments are regularly set to help students to take personal 

responsibility for their own learning, to consolidate work carried out during the school 

day and to promote good study habits. 

In the DP course, it is fundamental that all students complete the different tasks within 

the deadlines that are set in order to: 

- fully comply with the syllabus requirements of each subject; 

- identify areas which need to be further developed; 

- assess their own performance in various components of the syllabus; 

- remain on track and be able to accompany the classes as these progress. 

 

If deadlines are not respected, students will encounter difficulties, including; 

- work will inevitably accumulate, making the work load increasingly difficult to 

manage; 

- preparation for formal assessment will be compromised; 

- students will be unable to assess their own progress effectively; 

- teachers will be unable to provide important feedback. 

 

With the aim of avoiding such negative consequences, St. Peter’s International School 

implements procedures to ensure that students do not fall behind with their work, at 

that they are properly supervised throughout the Diploma Programme. 

 

 

1.  A due date will be set or negotiated with the subject teacher.  

(An extension may be granted if there is an acceptable reason for this, and if the 

extension is requested no later than two days before the due date. If this is part 

of a group assignment, the other students in the group must not be 

disadvantaged by the extra time extended to the student requesting the 

extension.) 

2. Failure to submit on the due date results in a zero or ‘not completed’ for that 

assignment. Parents will immediately be informed.  

3. Students will be obliged to complete the assignment / homework at school, in 

test conditions, in their own time. 

 

 

8) Homework and Assignment Policy 

Homework / Assessment Deadlines 



 
41 

 

 

1. If absent, the student must enquire if assignments have been set and the 

deadlines for completion.  

2. If exceptional grounds apply at the last moment, an explanatory note from the 

parent is required for an extension to be given.  

3. Students wishing to request an Assignment Extension must do so no later than 

two days prior to the deadline.  

 

 

If a student is absent from a formal assessment, due to medical reasons, a medical 

certificate or other acceptable documentation is needed. Where there are other 

compassionate reasons for the absence an explanatory note from a parent must be 

presented. 

Usually a missed test will be completed on the day the student returns to school or at a 

time determined by the subject teacher. 

 

 

The IB DP coordinator or subject teacher should be contacted as soon as it is known that 

a student is too ill to sit an exam. A medical certificate is required in these circumstances.  

Where possible for school based exams, an opportunity will be given for the student to 

do the exam at a negotiated time.  

It is not possible to sit an IB exam at another time. The IBO will immediately be notified 

of a student’s absence. However, failure to sit all the IB DP exam papers normally results 

in failure to achieve the full IB Diploma. 

 

 

Work that is not a student’s own cannot be accepted and penalties will be imposed. 

When there is any doubt, the student is required to prove the authenticity of their work. 

For more information regarding academic honesty, please refer to the St. Peter’s 

International School Academic Integrity Policy.  

Student Responsibility 

Absences from Formal Assessment 

Absences from Exams 

Plagiarism & Academic Dishonesty 
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Students will be assessed throughout the IB DP course by using a varied forms of 

assessment. As well as ongoing types of assessment, there will be specific moment that 

are previously scheduled on the IB School Calendar.  

 

Parents / Guardians will also be informed of their child’s progress both through 

scheduled meetings and school reports that will be sent home. Teachers, parents / 

guardians may also request information regarding the students whenever necessary. 

 

For more information regarding assessment in the IB, please consult the St. Peter’s 
International School Assessment Policy. 
 

 

 

 

 

The IB Diploma Programme is officially recognized all over the world as one of the best 

secondary school education systems.  

 

In Portugal, the government, via the Ministery of Education, approves the IB Diploma's 

final classification which is translated to the Portuguese classification system, worked 

out by adding the average of the total of marks obtained in each subject and core 

elements. This is then converted in to the 0-20 scale. All of the IB courses have been 

recognized, as can been confirmed by the ordinance 433/2005. 

 

 

  

9) Communication of Assessment 

10) Recognition of the IB Diploma Programme 
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Most students who graduate from St. Peter’s International School go on to Higher 

Education at the end of grade 12. In the past, our students have gone on to study in the 

USA, UK, Germany, Czech Republic, Spain and of course Portugal, among others. 

 

Students who wish to do their higher education in Portugal do not need to sit any 

Portuguese national examinations, as the exams they sit for the IB DP are fully 

recognised by the Portuguese Ministry of Education, through the ordinance 175/91. 

 

When students choose their IB subjects at the end of grade 10, they must take into 

account the prerequisites and entry requirements for each university course they intend 

to study in the future. The DP Coordinator and Secondary School Coordinator are 

prepared to help students with these choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Research into courses and universities in areas of interest; 

• Attend sessions given by universities and organized by the school; 

• Attend open days and further education fairs; 

• Check prerequisites and entry requirements for each intended university course; 

• Apply to universities within deadlines – meet any specific requirements (e.g.: SATs (for 

the USA), IELTS, CAE, CPE, TOEFL (English language requirement), portfolios (Art and 

Architecture), BMAT, UKCAT (Medicine in UK), LNAT (Law), TSA (Cambridge). 

• Prepare personal statements and possible interviews. 

 

The Secondary School staff at St. Peter’s International School is available to assist all students 

with their university applications and will provide transcripts in English whenever requested. 

  

11) Access Higher Education 

Procedure for university selection: 
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Due to the variety of options chosen by our IB Diploma Programme students, the IBDP class 

schedule will include various moments during the week when students will not be in class with 

the subject teachers. At these times, students are expected to remain at the school working 

independently or with others on the different tasks that are required or organizing their own 

individual study. 

 

The resources at the school library will be at their equipped with computers, internet access and 

other important resources essential to their study. 

 

The school day will begin at 8:30am and generally end at 5:30 pm. Should a student not have 

any classes scheduled for 8:30am, he/she is still required to be present at school at this time to 

attend registration and/or to begin their own study plan. 

 

 

 

Besides their classes with the subject teachers, students are required to attend tutorials for all 

their subjects. Tutorials are classes in which the subject teachers will work with students, 

assisting them with their tasks and study. Students are divided into smaller groups in order to 

allow for a more personalized teaching approach. 

 

These sessions will be included on the class schedule and attendance is compulsory. 

  

12) IB Diploma Programme Schedules 

Tutorials 
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The language of instruction of the IB Diploma Programme at St. Peter’s International School is 

English, although we do understand the importance of multilingualism and encourage 

multiplicity of languages within our community. 

 

At St. Peter’s International School, it has always been our aim to provide our students with the 

opportunity to learn and experience both linguistic and cultural diversity having, from the very 

beginning, adopted a syllabus that focuses on the English language. All our students are 

encouraged to develop their mother tongue, nurture their culture and elaborate their own 

identity, whilst also embarking on an education in English that will undoubtedly open new doors 

of opportunity in their academic and professional futures. 

 

 

 

We are aware that language is a fundamental part of one’s cultural identity, as well as being an 

essential means of communication. By maintaining and nurturing the mother tongue, whilst 

developing skills in a second language, that is also the language of instruction, our students 

acquire the ability to express their ideas and opinions as well as gaining the capacity to better 

understand and respect other people’s points of view. 

 

Language is an integral part of the entire IB Diploma Programme, consequently making every 

teacher a language teacher. As such, we aim to help our students develop the capacity to use at 

least two languages in various ways, through their different subjects in a confident, creative and 

correct manner. As a result, students will also grow cognitively and academically but also 

personally and emotionally, as they develop a better understanding of international 

mindedness. 

 

 

 

Students whose mother tongue is not English or who do not have the levels of linguistic 

ability required, are offered extra support classes and are placed in these according to 

their level. The Language Department at St. Peter’s International School will further 

13) Language Policy 

Aims 

Language of Instruction Support 
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assess the student’s language ability in order to better adjust the strategies adopted in 

helping students with their individual needs. The type of support they receive may 

include the use of language dictionaries, translated texts and additional tutoring. 

 

Students who speak another mother tongue other than Portuguese may benefit from 

extra help classes in Portuguese as a Foreign Language. These classes are available at 

the school from grade 1 to grade 12. In the IBDP, students who do not have an advanced 

level of Portuguese will be encouraged to take Portuguese B or Spanish ab initio at 

standard level, whilst native Portuguese students will be encouraged to take Portuguese 

A: Literature. 

 

Besides English and Portuguese, St. Peter’s International School also offers classes in 

Spanish, German and Mandarin as we believe that students whose cultural backgrounds 

include these languages should have the opportunity to continue to nurture these 

idioms. 

 

The school will also review the language needs of our students annually and make any 

necessary adjustments to our curricular provision when the need arises. 

 

For more information regarding assessment in the IB, please consult the St. Peter’s 

International School Language Policy. 
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St. Peter’s International School is committed to promoting a safe and supportive 

learning environment in order for students with special educational needs to thrive 

academically, socially and emotionally. The school provides an inclusive curriculum and 

is non-discriminatory against students and prospective students with special 

educational needs, both in the admissions process and in the provision of education and 

associated services. 
 

The purpose of the St. Peter’s International School Special Educational Needs Policy is 

therefore to recognize and articulate our responsibility in identifying and providing 

support for students who have special educational needs which cannot be met within 

the parameters of the syllabus taught. Hence these students will have the opportunity 

to fulfil their potential and be prepared to access an international education to the 

highest recognized academic standards. Kindling their interests, we develop inquisitive, 

informed, self-aware, and ethical citizens who hope to build a better world. 

 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) at St. Peter’s International School includes but are not 

limited to: 

• Learning difficulties; 

• Emotional and behavioural difficulties; 

• Medical conditions/Chronic illness; 

• Physical disabilities; 

• Speech, language and communication difficulties; 

• Visual/Hearing impairments; 

• Gifted and talented or exceptionally able students. 

 

 

 

Learning Support at St. Peter’s International School includes the provision of 

accommodations, modifications and various supports to enable students to reach their 

potential. Learning support enables students to succeed academically, socially and 

emotionally. 

14) Special Educational Needs 

Learning Support 
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St. Peter’s International School employs teachers across the school to provide learning 

support to students through the Psychology programme. The focus of the Psychology 

Department is to support students with special educational needs and assist with the 

educational planning and monitoring of the student's progress. The Child Psychology 

Department provides training for teachers to best support SEN students through 

offering differentiated lessons, altering resources and taking account of different 

learning styles. 

 

The development of an Individualized Educational Programme (IEP) by the Child 

Psychology Department aims to: 

 

• Establish a learner profile by identifying a student's strengths, skills, preferences 

and abilities; 

• Set educational goals, both short term and long term; 

• Promote collaboration amongst teachers to develop a whole-school approach; 

• Provide additional support, strategies and resources for other teachers of the 

student; 

•  Teach skill development to students with special educational needs either 

during or after the school day; 

• Evaluate and review student progress and programmes; 

• Establish effective home-school partnerships, including the development of 

support strategies for parents. 

 

The ultimate aim of our Child Psychology Department is to help the students lead a more 

independent life both in school and in their social environment. 

 

For more information regarding SEN in the IB, please consult the St. Peter’s 
International School SEN Policy. 
 

  

Aims 
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St. Peter’s International School expects all its students to fully understand and respect 

the notion of honesty and integrity in all areas of their study both at school and at home. 

 

The St. Peter’s International School Academic Integrity Policy pertains to all types of 

assessment including examinations, tests, projects, coursework, reports, assignments 

and homework. The objective of this policy is to prepare students for their future in an 

ever more demanding and rigorous world, where plagiarism and cheating have very 

serious consequences. 

 

 

Teachers, students and parents are asked to consider and reflect upon the school work 

that is being produced, ensuring that academic integrity is consistently being applied.  

 

Teachers are responsible for providing orientation and monitoring a student’s work 

through regular assistance and assessment. Students are also responsible for 

guaranteeing that their work is properly referenced and they show the principle of 

academic integrity. 

 

Any student who proves to participate in any form of academic dishonesty will be 

subject to one or more of the following consequences. The purpose of these measures 

is to deter any future act of academic dishonesty and ensure that all aspects of the 

working environment at St. Peter’s International School are that of integrity, fairness 

and development. 

There are two types of measures implemented at the IB DP level: 

 

 

15) Academic Integrity 

Measures to be Taken 
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Internal measures are those adopted by St. Peter’s International School when there is 

evidence of malpractice in homework, class work, drafts that do not count towards the 

final IB result. These measures include: 

- receiving zero points on the assignment in question; 

- the parent / guardian receiving formal notification and being asked to attend a 

formal meeting immediately; 

- the incident going on the student’s record; 

- the student being dismissed from the Diploma Programme; 

 

 

External measures are implemented by the IB or by the school in compliance with the 

IB. These apply to final pieces of work, examinations or any other form of assignment / 

presentation that will count towards the final IB result. Should any form of academic 

dishonesty be detected in the first draft of works including the Extended Essay, Theory 

of Knowledge Essay or any Internal Assessment, internal sanctions will normally be 

applied. However, if there is evidence of malpractice in any other stage of this or any 

other work that will be submitted to the IB, a formal investigation from the IB will begin. 

 

 

For more detailed information regarding academic honesty, how it can be avoided, 

duties of all parties involved e procedures that may be taken, please consult the St. 

Peter’s International School Academic Integrity Policy. 

 

 

Internal Measures 

External Measures 


